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A. Well, in the first place, she would cease to be a
charge on society if sterilized; it would remove one po-
tential source of the incaleulable number of descendants
who would be feeble-minded. She would contribute to the
raising of the general mental average and standard.

Q. Well, taking into consideration the years of experi-
ence you have had in dealing with the socially inadequate,
and more particularly with the feeble-minded, what, in
your judgment, would be the general effect, both upon
patients and upon society at large, by the operation of
this law ?

A. It would be a blessing.

Q. To whom?!?

A. To both society and to the individuals on whom the
operation is performed.

Q. Of course these people, being of limited intelli-
gence, lack full |mlwmmu of what is best for them, but
generally, so far as patients are concerned, do they nb]ect
to this operation or not ¢

A.  They clamor for it.

Q W h\ ?

A. Because they know that it means the enjoyment of
life and the peaceful pursnance of happiness, as they view
it, on the outside of institution walls. Also they have the
opportunity of marrying men of their uu-nl:\l Tlevels and
making good wives in many cases.

| Q. Have you had por-nnal observation of that with
| those you have personally sterilized ¢

A. From 1916 to about the winter of 1917, for tubal
diseases, and a few subsequent to that, we sterilized eighty-
odd eases. About sixty of them—we got good homes for ¢
about sixty of them. Some returned to their families,
and after a period of from six to eight years they have
been out of the institution and so far as I know, they have
never given the officers of the law any trouble. They have
earned their livings, and not one has ever been returned to
the institution. Some eight or ten of the cases are known
to Mr. White. Nine or ten have married and made good
i wives.” (Reec., pp. 95-96-97.)
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Q. “Doctor, about how many patients, taking both
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